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FOR Immediate RELEASE:

CONTACT: 

William Massolia

Griffin Theatre Company 

Phone: 773-505-4642

Email Address: bill.massolia@rcn.com
GRIFFIN THEATRE COMPANY OPENS 22ND SEASON WITH REVIVAL OF TONY AWARD-WINNING MUSICAL, COMPANY 
September 25 – November 14, 2010
Chicago, IL, August 27, 2010 The Griffin Theatre Company is proud to open its 22nd Season with a fresh and vibrant revival of the hit Tony Award-Winning Stephen Sondheim & George Furth musical, COMPANY.  Press opening is Sunday, October 3, 2010 at 7:00pm. Tickets are on sale now at Stage 773 (formerly Theatre Building Chicago), (773) 327-5252, or online at www.stage773.com.

The production directed by ensemble member Jonathan Berry will mark the third musical production produced by the Griffin Theatre Company, following The Robber Bridegroom in 2009 and 2007’s Sleeping Ugly.  The Griffin production will make use of the recently updated book that was used in the 1995 Donmar Warehouse revival and then later in the 2006 Tony Award-winning revival.  Set in New York, Company follows five married, once married, or soon to be married couples and their mutual friend, Robert, a 35 year old bachelor who has been unable to connect in a long-term relationship. Unlike previous versions the Griffin production will be infused with a hipper and more contemporary sensibility.
Originally a collection of one-act plays written by librettist George Furth, COMPANY was eventually shaped into a musical thanks to the vision of legendary director Harold Prince. At Prince's suggestion, Furth reworked these one-acts into a libretto examining the pros and cons of marriage. To tie all the pieces together, Furth added the character of Robert, a bachelor whose 35th birthday party provides the occasion to bring all of Furth's characters together at the opening of the play. It seems everyone but Robert is married or getting married, and they are all eager for their bachelor friend to follow in their footsteps, but Robert isn't quite ready to take the plunge.  With the addition of Stephen Sondheim to the creative team, COMPANY—the first of the Sondheim/Prince shows—laid the foundation for the post-Golden Age of Broadway musicals. Company was also the first non-linear, "concept," musical. 

The Broadway production, directed by Harold Prince, opened on April 26, 1970 at the Alvin Theatre, where it ran for 705 performances. The lead role was played by Dean Jones who had replaced Anthony Perkins early in the rehearsal period when Perkins departed to direct a play. Shortly after opening night, Jones withdrew from the show and was replaced by his understudy Larry Kert, who had created the role of Tony in West Side Story. Kert earned rave reviews for his performance when the critics were invited to return. The production went on to win The Tony Award for Best Musical. 
The Chicago cast is lead by Benjamin Sprunger (Take Me Out, About Face) in the pivotal role of Bobby. Sprunger is joined by Larry Baldacci, Allison Cain, Samantha Dubina, Paul Fagen, Nikki Klix, Elizabeth Lanza, Trey Maclin, Laura McClain, Rob McLean, Darci Nalepa, Mari Stratton, Danny Taylor and Dana Tretta.
The Technical and Design team for COMPANY includes: Alison Kane (Music Director), Erin Kilmurray (Choreography), Alison Siple (Costumes), Lee Keenan (Lights), and Jessica Kuehnau (Set),  Rick Sims (Sound), Jon Ravenscroft ( Stage Manager), Chris Tisone (Production Manager).
COMPANY begins preview performances Saturday, September 25, 2010. Previews continue September 25, 30, October 1, 2, at 7:30pm and Sunday, September 26 at 3:00pm. Press opening is Sunday, October 3, 2010 at 7:00pm. Tickets to COMPANY range from $22-$32, and are on sale now.  The regular run performances (October 3 – November 14, 2010) are Friday through Saturday at 7:30 pm. and Sunday at 3:00pm. Note there will be no matinee performance on Sunday, October 3, 2010. Preview tickets are priced at $22.00 each and regular run tickets are priced at $32.00 each. Tickets are on sale now at Theatre Building Chicago, (773) 327-5252, or online at www.ticketmaster.com.  Senior and student discounts and group rates are available.

The Rest of the Griffin Theatre Company season
NO MORE DEAD DOGS

Based on the novel by Gordon Korman
Adapted for the Stage by William Massolia
Directed by Dorothy Milne

At Theatre Wit

April 30 – June 19, 2011 (Press opening May 8, 2011)

Wallace Wallace’s (who’s first name is the same as his last) school book review is not exactly what his teacher was expecting. The assignment was to give an honest opinion about the classic book, Old Shep, My Pal.” But, Wallace Wallace is a boy who never lies, all because his dad couldn’t tell a story without lying. The choice to never lie turns out to be a bad idea because “Old Shep, Old Pal” is a book he absolutely hates. He writes: The most interesting part came on the last page where it said “The End.” Now Wallace is serving detention because sometimes telling the truth can get you into more trouble than lying.

A THIRD PLAY – TBA.

Venue to be Announced

January – March 2011

TOURING SCHEDULE AS OF JULY 2010

LETTERS HOME

Tennessee Performing Arts Center, Nashville TN. October 5 – 12, 2010

Warsaw IN. October 18 – 19, 2010

Grand Theater, Wausau, WI October 25 – 26, 2010

The Palace Theatre,  Greensburg, PA. November 1 – 3, 2010 

Des Moines Civic Center,  Des Moines IA. November 4 – 6, 2010 

California State University-Northridge, Northridge, CA.  November 10 – 12, 2010

STINKY CHEESE MAN

Cerritos Center for the Arts, Cerritos, CA. February 2 – 3, 2011

Viterbo University, La Crosse WI.  February 10 – 12, 2011

The Grand Theater, Wausau, WI. March 14 – 15, 2011

FRINDLE

Clowes Memorial Hall, Indianapolis, IN  October 18 – 19, 2010

The Ritz Theater, Tiffin, OH  October 20 – 21, 2010

Metropolis Center for the Performing Arts, Arlington Heights, IL February, 3 -12, 2011

Westhampton Beach Performing Arts Center, Westhampton, NY. March 31 – April 1, 2011

Capital Center, Concord, NH. April 3 – 4, 2011

Chris Brown Presents, Lowell MA. April 5, 2011

SUNY-Purchase, Purchase, NY. April 6, 2011

Schwartz Center, Dover, DE. April 7 – 8 2011

Wilkins Theatre, Union NJ. April 10 -11, 2011

Viterbo University, La Crosse WI. April 13 -14, 2011

To learn more about the Griffin Theatre Company’s Twenty-Second Anniversary Season visit griffintheatre.com or call 773-769-2228. Tickets for COMPANY are on sale now at 

Stage 773. Call the box office at 773-327-5252 or visit Stage773.com. 

The Griffin Theatre Company is partially supported by grants from a CityArts Program II grant through the City of Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs; and the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency.
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